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Chief, Aixcraft Branch, D/I

Comments on -+ Comments on NIE 11-8+50, 1k October 1959

. Page 1, pursgraph 1 and 2.

The writer's dlecussion of bomber and missile production
raises the Tolloving question:

"sre the Russisns willing to forego production of both
bombers and tested ICBM's, and rely almost entirely

upon & Badger force for an extanded period for deterresce,
t® sweit s possible future development in solid fuels?”

I/AR estimate is that the USSR would produce the tested
ICBM at least for so interim period until something better
was svailable, cthervice their sirategic posture would be
wloersdle for an extended perioed.

2. Muhmtorth6 1line 1 of NIE).
Agreed that change from "an adsptation” to "a direct copy” is the
m&m:%.

S« Raference to comment of paragraph Se and b {(Page 7, paragraph
9 of HIE). I/AR hes never felt that the USSR leed times were especial-
1y short, therefore we suggest delstion of the KIE sentence -

"fheir short lead times were indicative of & high priority

effort”, |
1 4on't think this statement wonld necessarily be true even if thedr
lead times were short. In the following sentence in the NIE, 1t is
stated that:

W,WMvwmefm,mmmmu

smaller plant which —
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SUBJRCT: Comments on «- Comments on NIB.11.8-59, 1i Gctober 1959

#ant Eo. 23 is not smaller than Plant No. 18 «- in fmet it is larger.
In the last sentence of page 7, paragrsph 9 of the RIE 1t is stated
thett

"mw fluctaating production rates, aad by st least three
camplate cessations «—"

The "uy st least three” stntement should be changed 1o "by st least
two". I/AR egreee that modifications were oot frequent, however,
grofuction rates have fluctusted and there have been at least tvo
cessations of proXaction es FOLLOvVS:

T v Eeiy Gz i i Ed £S5 ]

'&i%smmmmm , W(s).

4. Beference to comment of paragraph ¢ {page 8, peragraph 10 of
EIE}. I/AR sgrees that the Bison program wes not bungled but prcbsbly
yroceeded mich slover than the Soviets expected, however, the dlowness
of the progrsn may have come sbout because of a change of mind by the
Sovists a5 to the overall walue to Russia of & heavy bomber progran.
The statements in paragragh 29 {NIE) do not seem to I/AR %0 be in any
vty inoonsistent vith other partions of the paper. It sesems ouly com-
o senge that the USSR would meintaln thedr current bowber foree until

other weapons are available. o
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BUBJECT: Comments on »- Comments on NIE 11-8+55, 1k Oetober 1950

‘ Se mmmamm?wm,wzs,
BIR). 1I/AR sees no reason to add the word “principel®. It is evie
mmmzma«&m&unammmm,
Benr, Bigon airersft. “Minimal™ ceems to be an excellent word to
describe Bison production, becmuse 1L production goes lower it will
LS80,

, 6, Paragreph 8. KXo comment. (I/AR agrees with Section IXT
of W18},

7« Comment 9 {page 24, paragraph L0 of ¥NIE). Ho comme:
ﬂf}l&/ﬁr»ma/sgwum«

8. Comment 10 {page 3%, parsgreph 56 of NIE). Mo comment.

9. Comsent 11 {page 35 paregragh 57 of KIR). Operating at about
usetmmw.eaoa:s There are several other plants which could
be mede avallable for “copasity”,

0. Balance of paper - Ho commer
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